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From Mrs Gascoigne and Mrs Bird 

 

Over this past week, we have been struck by how many people volunteer to help our school 

community flourish. We have seen: 

• Cassie, our therapy dog come in to hear some of our children read; 

• Many parent volunteers helping support the children’s learning in classrooms;  

• Volunteers from Monkton School have been in to develop our school grounds; 

• PTA helping with refreshments for our Open Mornings; 

• Parent Forum attendees 

• Parents walking to swimming lessons;  

• PTA team preparation for our Christmas Fayre Extravaganza; 

• Governors giving up their time to provide support and challenge. 

   

We have such great respect for all the people who give so much to Combe Down C of E Primary. We 

really appreciate their generosity and kindness.  



  

We can’t wait to see you all tomorrow at our super Christmas Fayre! So much hard work has gone on 

behind the scenes. It really is going to be a fabulous event!  

 

Year Group Updates  

FOUNDATION STAGE:  

What FS have been doing this week:   

We have had a fantastic week this week learning about what the season of advent means to 

Christan's. We have been getting prepared for our Christmas Nativity, singing songs and learning 

lines! We have explored Vivaldi’s four seasons and come up with our musical interpretation of 

winter using many different instruments.   

Can we ask that for our Nativity show we need to limit the seating to 2 seats per child so we can 

safely fit everyone in the hall at the same time.   

Special Award Winner:   Willow 1 -   Bella E         Willow 2 -   Tarka B 

Sounds learned so far: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l, ss, ll, ff, j, v, w, x, y, z, qu, ch, sh, 

th, ng and nk. 

FS Reminders for next week:   

• Our P.E. days are Tuesday and Wednesday, children can come to school dressed for P.E. on 

those days.  

• Reading books are changed on Tuesdays and Fridays, if they have been read 3 times. The 

shared books are changed on Fridays if they are brought back in.  

• Doodle Maths – little and often. If you need a reset password let us know.   

• Christingle service at the Church 5.30pm next Tuesday.  

• Can you please provide your child with an orange on Monday.   

 

 



YEAR 1:  

What Year 1 have been doing this week:   

Advent has started here in Year 1 and we already started busying ourselves with Christmas crafts! 

We have Christmas window displays complete with our clay advent candles which will be lit in the 

run up to Christmas. We hope our candles will spread love, joy, hope and peace around Combe 

Down! We are coming to the end of our subtraction and addition unit and will be continuing to 

practice our mathematical skills using Christmas number problems in the run up to Christmas. In 

English we have been demonstrating sentence substitution, using the book ‘How to catch a star’ 

some of our ideas included ‘catching a flying fish’, ‘catching a shark’ and ‘catching a cat’. In other 

news we have had fun in geography and science thinking about what we might build in Combe Down 

and what material would be best for our structures, get ready to see some colourful planning 

permission requests for castles, theme parks and zoos! Finally, we invite parents to share in our 

celebrations of Yew 2 receiving the Doodle Maths trophy for the second time this month, this is 

thanks to all the hard work done at home.  

Our special award winners this week are: 

Yew 1 – Mara D-N 

Yew 2 –  Orion O 

Year 1 Reminders for next week   

• Christingle – Service in Holy Trinity Church at 5:30pm 

• Doodle Maths – Little and often  

• Share your Friday library book at home and enjoy reading!  

 

 

YEAR 2:  

What Year 2 have been doing this week:   

Year 2 have continued to write in the style of a postcard, and have enjoyed using a range of sentence 

styles and vocabulary to describe what Sunny the meerkat has been up to on his adventures.  

In Maths, the children have been focusing on one more and one less than any 2-digit number. It may 

sound simple, however we spent time exploring the language of ‘one more than’ and ‘one less than’ 

and using it to find out : ‘37 is one less than...?’ and ‘ What is 68 one more than?’.  Delving deeper is 

really going to help children in their mastery of number. 

Phonics and Spelling: 

We have focused on the ‘kn’ spelling of the ‘n’ sound in phonics, and spotted that it comes at the 

beginning of words, including knot, knowledge, know, knight and knapsack. 

Our common exception words have been other and does. Perhaps you could practise these spellings 

at home. 

Special Awards winners:  



Oak 1 –  Connie H-S 

Oak 2 – Benjamin C 

Year 2 Reminders for next week:   

• Please continue to practise Nativity lines at home. The performance dates are close by!  

• Here is a reminder of the performance dates and times: Tuesday 13th December 10am and 

Thursday 15th December 2pm, both at the church. 

• We will be making the children’s Christingles on Monday, ready for the service on Tuesday. 

Please send in an orange by Monday, if you haven’t already done so.  

• Don’t forget that next Friday 9th is Homework Share Day – please can children bring in all 

the homework they have been doing to share in class. 

 

 

YEAR 3: 

What Year 3 have been doing this week:   

In English this week, the children have done a superb job of making posters explaining what we can 

find underground. They look fantastic and the children have been working hard to use all the skills 

we’ve learnt this term. 

In maths, we have been taking a closer look at some of our times tables, especially the 3s. Next week, 

we will be focusing on the 4 and 8 times tables. The children have been thinking about how to use 

multiplication facts to help them with division problems. 

Special Award winners: Cherry 1 –  Emilia O        Cherry 2 –  Alice A 

Year 3 Reminders for next week:  

• Please may children bring their reading records into school every day, so that one-to- one 

reading can be recorded in their book by adults in school. Please continue to be reading with 

your child at least 3 times a week, and encourage them to go on Times Table Rock Stars at 

least 3 times a week as well.  

• Year 3 have Forest School on Friday 9th December. As they also have PE on that day, please 

may they be sent into school with shoes that are suitable for PE. 

 

 

YEAR 4:  

Wow, how quickly is the time passing? Can’t believe we have just completed week 5 – only 2 more 

weeks to go! We have had a busy week in maths continuing to focus on our multiplication facts. 

Thank you for your continued support with this at home. We have just finished our sentence 

stacking lessons in English and next week we will be planning and writing our own Roman diaries! 

We cannot wait to read them!  



Our PSHE focus for the term has been all about ‘Celebrating Difference.’ In our class collective 

worship this week, we have designed some odd socks to represent the fact that everyone is different 

and unique. We have had some amazing discussions about this and just wow – what amazing 

children they are. 

In Music, we have composed our own Christmas song. The children have been given the words to 

learn, please can you help them to learn the lyrics by next week (we are performing at the Carol 

service). 

Furthermore, the swimming coaches are really happy with the children’s progress – they are doing a 

fantastic job! 

Special Award winners: Beech 1 –    Charlie F         Beech 2 – Anna M 

Year 4 Reminders for next week:  

• Spelling test on Monday 

• Homework due Wednesday 

• Christmas jumper day on Friday 9th December 

 

 

YEAR 5:  

What Year 5 have been doing this week:   

Year 5 have had a busy foundation week working on our computing and DT pop-up book project. We 

have been thinking about how to search the web effectively and safely using specific keywords and 

the T.A.S.K strategy (Title, Author, Summary, Kids) and we have explored 3 different types of pop-up 

designs. Our Iceland books are looking good so far. Maple 2 finished their F.R.I.E.N.D.S project this 

week and wrote a lovely card to Jasmin and Kelly (the Mental health nurses who delivered the 

program) Maple 1 will begin their 9 weeks of F.R.I.E.N.D.S in Term 3. The school have been busy 

singing lots of songs in preparation for the Christmas carol service – only 2 weeks to go! 

Special Award winners: Maple 1 –   Elsie C      Maple 2 –  Harry B 

Year 5 Reminders for next week: 

The final Forest school for this term will take place next Thursday for both classes and it is Christmas 

Jumper day on Friday 9th December. Also, don’t forget to come to the Christmas fayre this weekend 

if you can. The Christingle service is next Tuesday evening at 6pm. Everyone is welcome and the 

children have been practising songs in preparation. They will be invited to make their Christingle 

oranges in school on Monday so please bring in an orange if your child is planning on coming. 

Homework Reminders:   

• Weekly spellings are tested on a Monday – see the termly overview to check this week’s 

spellings. 

• Reading is checked on a Friday. Please remember the children should be reading at least 3 

times a week and recording it in their reading record.  



• This term, Times Tables Rockstars will be replacing Doodle Maths for the children’s maths 

homework. They are expected to go on at least 3 times a week for 5 minutes each time. 

Children still have their Doodle Maths accounts and we welcome them to still use this if they 

wish.  

• We have set the children an additional homework to learn the words to ‘We Three Kings’, 

which is a hymn we’ll be performing at our Christmas service. It will be an ongoing 

homework for the rest of the term.  

 

 

YEAR 6:  

What Year 6 have been doing this week:  

Year 6 have been journalists this week, writing newspaper reports about Goldilocks’ crime spree. As 

part of their Science topic on classification, the students researched, described and classified quirky 

creatures such as the dugong and the naked mole rat. In PE, the pupils have been doing fitness 

circuits and football.   

Special Award winners: Redwood 1 –  Angelo       Redwood 2 – Bea 

Year 6 Reminders for next week:   

• Please remember to bring in an orange on Monday for decoration ahead of the Christingle 

Service on Tuesday evening. 

• As usual the spelling test will be on Wednesday. 

• Maths homework will be set on Friday. Next term, we will be running a homework club on 

Friday lunchtime for anyone who hasn’t completed their homework so please encourage 

your child to get in the habit of doing it! 

• Friday is Christmas Jumper day! 

Christmas events and timings 

• Tuesday   6th December 2022   

Christingle, 1730, Holy Trinity Church 

 

• Friday   9th December 2022 

Christmas Jumper Day, All day, School 

 

• Monday   12th December 2022 

Year 1 Performance, 1415, School Hall 

 



• Tuesday   13th December 2022 

Year 2 Nativity, 1000, Holy Trinity Church 

 

• Wednesday   14th December 2022 

Christmas Lunch, 1145-1315, School   Hall 

Reception class performance, 1400, School Hall 

 

• Thursday   15th December 2022 

Year 2 Nativity, 1400, Holy Trinity Church 

 

• Friday 16th December 2022 

Key Stage Two Carol Service, 0930, Holy Trinity Church 

 

 

Author of the Month 

Each month we are celebrating an Author of the Month in Reception & KS1, and KS2.   



  

Reception and KS1 

This month our Author of the Month is the wonderful Julia Donaldson CBE.  Julia Donaldson has 

written over 150 books and created many popular and well-loved characters, such as The 

Gruffalo.  Please take the time this month to dig out any of her books which you have at home and 

share them together with your children.  You could discuss your favourite characters, compare her 

books with different illustrators, or look for the Gruffalo and Stick Man appearing in other books 

illustrated by Axel Scheffler.  If you’re looking to expand your collection, her most recent title is ‘The 

Baddies’, published this year.   

  

KS2 

Our Author of the Month in KS2 is Onjali Q Rauf, author of the award-winning ‘The Boy at the Back 

of the Class’ amongst others!  As well as writing for older children, working on inter-faith projects 

and delivering emergency aid to refugees, Onjali is the founder of a human-rights organisation, 

Making Herstory.  Click here* to watch a YouTube interview with Onjali to learn more about her 

ideas, inspirations and motivations.   

  

*This link will take you to a YouTube video. 

 

https://youtu.be/wHEdPqeTQyk


 

Mrs Bird's Santa Dash 

On Sunday, 4th December, I will be running 5 miles, dressed as Father Christmas, to raise money for 

our wonderful PTA. Whilst 5 miles may not seem too far, I have been training throughout this wet 

weather! All monies raised will go towards improving:  

- our playtimes and lunchtimes for the children;  

- our Forest School provision;  

- the love of reading throughout the school.  

  

If you would like to donate money towards these great causes, please click on the link below.   

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jo-bird7  

  

Thank you so much! If you do come and watch the Saltford Santa Dash, look out for me in my 

costume and beard!   

Final Open Event: Tuesday 10th January 2023 

If you know anyone whose child is starting school in September 2023, or is looking to move their 

child to another school, please share the information below with them: 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all our prospective new families over the coming 

months. Our Open events are limited to 30 families per session - please click the links below to book 

a session, using Eventbrite.  

• Tuesday 10th January 2023, 1.30-2.30pm 

Please come to the entrance next to the Holy Trinity Church on Church Road (not our Summer Lane 

entrance) and queue by the gate - we try really hard to start at the advertised time, but please bear 

with us if there is a slight delay! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jo-bird7
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/425637983667


Christmas Jumper Day, 9th December 

 

On Friday, 9th December, the children and staff will be celebrating our Christmas Jumper Day!   

www.uniformerly.co.uk is your place to go to list, buy or swap Christmas jumpers.  It is easy to set up 

and use and allows us to re-home outgrown jumpers within our school community without having to 

trek around the shops!  If you need any help, please email uniformcombedown@gmail.com and we 

will help you get started.  

After school club booking for next term 

Some paid for after school clubs are now live for booking through the providers. Here are links to our 

website with all the details: 

Judo Club - Mondays before school 

Fun Science - Mondays - 9th Jan to 27th March 

Get Sported - Mondays - Years 1 & 2 

Get Sported - Tuesdays - Years 3 & 4 

http://www.uniformerly.co.uk/
mailto:uniformcombedown@gmail.com
https://combedown.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Gleeson-Judo-Spring-23.pdf?t=1669978937?ts=1669978937
https://combedown.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Fun-Science-Spring-Term-22.23-1.pdf?t=1669978773?ts=1669978773
https://getsported.org/PaymentGroup/Registration.aspx?group_id=388552
https://getsported.org/PaymentGroup/Registration.aspx?group_id=388555


Dates for your Diary 

 

Check out all upcoming dates in the school calendar!  

https://www.combedown.com/958/school-calendar


Letters Home 

 

Click here to see all the letters we've sent home this academic year 

Vacancies in School 

Check out all our Vacancies on our school website!  

 

https://www.combedown.com/941/letters-home
https://www.combedown.com/1214/vacancies


Community News 

Festive activities at Wells Cathedral 

SAFARI NATIVITY, 19th and 20th December 

Make your own star in the Cathedral Educational Room then follow your map to the Methodist 

Church, Wells United/Vineyard Church, St Joseph and St Teresa's, and finally St Cuthbert's 

encountering those who journeyed to Bethlehem 2000 years ago to see the birth of Jesus. Collect 

your own record of those you have met and receive a gift at the last stop on the trail. 

Come, follow the star and join in the family fun celebrating and hearing the story of the first 

Christmas when Jesus was born. All welcome of all faiths and none. 

The Safari Nativity is free of charge, but to secure spaces please book at 

www.tinyurl.com/SafariNativity2022 

(Organised by Christians Together in Wells and Area) 

  

Family Holiday Activity: Festive Foliage   21st December 

A lovely opportunity to work with your child or children on a beautifully festive arrangement to 

adorn your home this Christmas!  

Each child will be provided with materials to make one decoration to take home.  

£2 per child with a discounted price of £1 for any children who are eligible for free school meals. 

To secure a place, please visit https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-holiday-activity-festive-

foliage-tickets-475210085157 

Why not make the most of your visit by exploring the Cathedral with our Christmas Trail leaflet too? 

  

Please note: 

Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Sorry, no dogs are allowed in the Education Room.  

http://www.tinyurl.com/SafariNativity2022
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-holiday-activity-festive-foliage-tickets-475210085157
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-holiday-activity-festive-foliage-tickets-475210085157


 

 



 

 



 

Contact Us 

Combe Down Primary School 

The Log Cabin, Church Road 

Combe Down 

Bath 

BA2 5JQ  

01225 840324 

CDPOffice@PalladianAcademyTrust.com 

Visit us on the web at www.combedown.com 

We are proud to be part of the Palladian Academy Trust  

https://www.combedown.com/
https://www.palladianacademytrust.com/
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