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Monday 14th September 2020

Presentation Aims:
Look at Phonics and how we teach this
here.
Look at the role of the ‘Phonics Pack’.
Look at reading books that come home.
Consider some more general information
about life in Reception.

Did You Know…?
The English language has:

26 letters

44 sounds

over 100 ways to spell those sounds

It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read and spell.

Phonics – How much time?

Importance of
7 areas of
learning!

The Jargon – A Quick Guide
phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing
awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent
those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to
spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the
words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g,
frog’
segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g.
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

The Importance of Listening Skills
Phonics learning relies on children being able to hear and distinguish the
sounds within words.
Children with poor listening and/or attention skills can struggle with phonics
learning.
Listening skills begin at birth and there are lots of things that parents and
carers can do to support these skills.
Children are also taught listening and attention skills during their early
years education (age 0-5).
The first phase of formal phonics education (Phase 1) also focuses on key
listening skills. Without these skills, children may struggle to master the
next stage of their phonics learning.

Find the Rhymes

Jolly Phonics
Jolly Phonics is a fun and child centred approach to teaching literacy through
synthetic phonics. With actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, the multisensory method is very motivating for children. The letter sounds are split into
seven groups, as shown in the Letter Sound Order chart below:

Children learn that words are constructed
from phonemes and that phonemes are
represented by graphemes. They begin
with a small selection of common
consonants and vowels (s, a, t, p, i, n) and
begin to put them together to read and
spell CVC words (consonant vowel
consonant).
e.g. s-a-t p-i-n t-a-p a-n-t

Listen to the sounds at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euxN7LGOoLc

Phase Two
In Phase two, children begin to learn some letter sounds and
match them to graphemes.
Most of the first sounds are single-letter sounds but there are
also several digraphs, where one sound is represented by two
letters e.g. ‘ck’ ‘ll’ ‘ss’
Children also begin to blend the sounds to make words. By the
end of Phase two, children will be able to read some ‘vowelconsonant’ and ‘consonant-vowel-consonant’ words e.g. cat
Children will also learn to read the ‘tricky’ words the, to, go, I, no
which cannot be read phonetically.

A Typical Phonics Session:
• Daily whole class phonics session lasting 15/20minutes. Previous
sounds are revisited and a new sound introduced each day.
A multisensory method is used to introduce the children to the letter sounds. There is a
story and action for each sound!
By doing an action associated with the sound, e.g., rub tummy and say “mmmmm” for the
/m/ sound, the children remember it more easily.

Segmenting and blending:

sand

sun
stick

Games at home!

• ‘Eye spy the sound…..’ is a fun way to build phonics skills and phonemic
awareness. In this variation of the classic game, ask your child to spy words that begin
with a certain sound, rather than a letter. For example, “I spy with my little eye,
something beginning with mmm.

•

Letter Races! This game requires a magnetic board, magnetic letters, and a lot
of space! Set up the magnetic board on one side of the room, and place the magnetic
letters in a basket or bowl on the other side. Call out a sound, or a word starting or
ending in a particular sound. Then ask your child (with a ready, set, go!) to pick out the
correct magnetic letters and run over as fast as they can to stick it on the board.

•

Make letter-sounds and have your children write the letter or letters that match the
sounds.

•

Write letters on pieces of paper and put them in a paper bag. Let your children reach
into the bag and take out letters. Have them say the sounds that match the letters.

•

Practise forming letters and sounds in paint, sand, water etc!

•

Spotting sounds in books you are reading together and when you are out and about!
(menus, signs etc)

•

Listen to the Jolly Phonics jingles regularly available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euxN7LGOoLc

The Reading Pack

What does the
Reading Pack contain?

•Reading record
•Phonics sound mat
•Reading book
•High frequency words

Reading Record
• Yellow book to record child’s reading
• At least 3x per week at home
1x per week at school
• What constitutes reading?
• Reading/finding sounds
• High frequency words
• School books – repetition is useful!
• Books or other reading material from
home

High Frequency Words
•Some H.F. words are
phonetically decodable e.g.
‘and’, ‘at’ or ‘it’
•Others are ‘tricky’ e.g. ‘the’,
‘is’, ‘could’
Ideas– post-it notes, finding in
books, reading on the Duck

Sound Mat

Sound Mat
• Repetition
• How quickly
can you find a chosen sound?
• Can children recall sounds with
picture hidden?
• Use as a reference when writing.
Which sounds can you write now?

